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NOTICE OF VIOLA TJON, BOTTLE ROCK POWER, LLC, LAKE COUNTY 

On 23 September 2008, Central Valley Water Board staff received a verbal complaint for drilling
 
spoils from the well pad sumps being temporarily stored in a meadow, and a freeboard of less
 
than one foot reported in the Francisco mud sump. In addition, the complainant was concerned"
 
that the drilling spoils from the mud sumps were not being properly disposed of, and that the clay
 
sump liners may be leaking. Finally, the complainant indicated that considerable grading had
 
taken place without any permits and that some of the stream beds has been damaged or altered.
 

Following the complaint. Central Valley Water Board staff (staff) notified the Bottle Rock Power,
 
LLC (Discharger) regarding our concerns about the allegatiof1s. The Discharger indicated that
 
some of the dri!!ing spoils that were determined to be non-hazardous were temporarily being·
 
stored onsite for drying purposes in a meadow near the Coleman Well Pad prior to being trucked
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disposed of jn accordance l[yith ~fVaste Discharge Requirements (V\lDRs) Order l'Jo. 99-091_ in 
addition, staff requested the Discharaer te nrovide ·v'fritter! r8spOfises to the aHeaatjcns and 

~ ,- .. y 

proposed corrective actions. 

In a 2 October 2008 response letter, the Discharger indicated thai the driiiing spoils were being
 
removed from the Francisco mud sump in order to comply with the three foot minimum freeboard
 
requirement!n the Lake County Amended Use Permit No. 85-27; and the two foot minimum
 
freeboard requirement in the WDRs. In regards to disposal, the Discharger indicated that the
 
drilling spoils removed from the mud sumps are tested by a California State Certified laboratory
 
for California Assessment Manual (CAM) 17 metals as defined in the California Code of
 
Regulations Title 22 and asbestos. In addItion, the Discharger stated that the materia! is noi
 
removed until analytical data from spoils contained in a particular sump is received. Finally. the
 
Discharger stated that the materials (spoils and water) removed from the sumps are disposed of in
 
accordance vvith Title 27 regulations_
 

Disposai Vioiations 
The Discharger has stated that the drilling spoils determined to be non-hazardous were being 
trucked to the S Bar S Quarry in Kelseyville and Quakenbush Mountain Resource Recovery and 
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Compost Facility (Quakenbush) in Clear Lake. Central Valley Water Board staff informed the 
Discharger that neither S Bar S Quarry nor Quakenbush are permitted to accept drilling spoils. 
The Discharger has also indicated that the drilling spoils that are determined to be hazardous are 
trucked to the Chemical Waste Management Facility in Kettleman City. 

Because the non-hazardous drilling spoils were disposed of at non-permitted facilities in a manner 
not consistent v\.'ith Title 27 requirements, the Discharger has violated Discharge Specification No. 
8.4 of the 'JVDRs vvnich states:: 'fqny ~vaste rernoved frorn rnud sumps or cllttings stored Oi7site 
shali be disposed in a rnanner tfiat is consistent V'lith Tilie 27 arId approveo' by the Executive 
Officer. " 

It is our understanding thatdril!ing spoil~ determined to be non-hazardous will be trucked 10 the 
.c../tamont Landfill in Livermore. It is also are understanding that the non-hazardous spoils that 
·.,or~ t~mpor~r;lv stor~....l ~~ ~he r'olem~n Me~....l~,.· ,.,oro ~~m~lof=lv ro.....o..orl ";0 Q r.~tr.hC>r 2nnQ
V\''YIC' 'C'I J n:~n J leu Ol t I v'" 01. I' O\...1VtlV YY~J-";'; \,,1\,./1.1- P \Jl.~J.Y 1 ..... 111 V\",,\..l U J U ' ....n ..... LV"-"'-' Vl-,.HJ: 

and the meadow area was f-Iydro-seeded. 

Freeboard Violations 
On 13 October 2008 the Discharger sent a letter stating that the freeboard in the Francisco Driiiing 
Sump was measured at one foot on. 4 October 2008. Discharge Specification No. B.2 of the 
WDRs states: "A minimum freeboard of t.vo feet shall be maillfained i(l we!!pad sumps, the 
reinjection pit., and all other !ocatiorls utilized for the storage of l¥8steir:laters prior to i[ijectioil ill tlle 
steamfielo." To address the freeboard, the Discharger indicated that the ievei in the sump was 
!cvv8red by pumping the materiai into temporary storage tanks_ The materiai was then transported 
by tanker trucks to an offsite disposal site_ The letter also stated that they were proposing to use a 
dewaterina unii to ensure that a minimum of 2-feet of freehop.rd is m;:;int;:lineri in thp ~l imn<: p.nrl 
compnanc~ 'fv!th the \.f\!aste Discharge Req~~fe~~~ts {\rVDR~)-6~d~~'i;';;~t: -_... --" - -_... ":- - _." 
Staff has no objection regarding U1e use of a de\ivatering un~t to iOi;vef the freeboard !f1 the sumps. 
HO\V8Verl dev.;atering must be conducted in such a manner to ensure con-ipHance vvith the vVDRs, 
and jf thiS project constitutes a significant material chanqe to the ·'!v'ORs. the eXlstina vVDRs wiii 
either need to be revised or amended. Therefore, by i AprH 21)09, p!e8se provide; Technical 
Reporl that describes the proposed dev\.latering'syslem" The report shaH 3:S0 prov:dc :rrfOfmahan 
ShO\"1!ng hovv the proposed devvater:ng system vviH be operated in such a manner to nleet tile 
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~v~ ~;._·gUVl~·~ ~!UtH!JCU In Uie l.VU ~ .. Hi ~OOfUOf}:> please JnCHJQ6 an Operatioris arld fvJairlier;ance 
~ ?-:.:::J - ::z' f" .• .... ~ . ~ . 
lVj_[iU~j ,Jf Ule propoS8-a aevvaterHlg prOject. 

Monitoring Reports 

FinaHy: our records ShOV~f that the Djscharger has not submitted s-emi-annua! monitoring reports as 
requjred by ~J!on!toring and Reporting Program (rv1RP) No. 99-091_ The most recent ~non!todf1g 
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U~hH q ~~'"prn LtJll!. ; iUS repon: vI/as 10 be sUDrrutted by 30 Januar-y 2006 as requIred by the fviRP_ 
The Discharger indicates that the report was late because it was sent to the Centrai VaHey Water 
Board's previous ofilce address. 



T~ c:..;:~:~~~ ~;-;E: C(;C~(:~~0::ng ;-Soc.rt \:~~"}I~'·_~{:!~~Sl by ;~G ~.~~0t~ar~{ .2C}0£. 7.h'S fJ-I:;ch2rgei Sh2H SJ..Jcstt 
de;~nq\_iRn~ Sf1mi...ant1uai arlei 3nnuai ccrnpiiance monitoring reports fOf the 20G6. 2007, and 2008. 
The r'epQri:s n:ust contE!f1 an af t!le rnor1!to!'"!!lg data requ!red by the ~\/iRf"'. !f the deHnquent 
mOf1itc~rIf1g reports and/or missing mon~torjng data are not 8vaHabJ8~ the DtSCDRfger Sh8H explain 
vvhy the mon~tcifjng v~as not ~)erform8d 6nd ideGtify i3G~~{]riS that Vi~n bs taken to assure tr-~2t future 
monitoring reports \vHf bc subm~tted on t~me and cornpiets. riease be advised that the 2008 
Annual Cor'(lpharlce Report is also due on 30 JarH.sary 2009. 

F;naH~..{; staff is cQnG~rned about the Gomp!aini regarding the integrfty of the c!a~! hned surnps. 
ThereforE, by i F=p:H 2009 ptease pfDVtde a tectHlica! report prepared by a Registered CivH 
Engineer" that addresses the integrity of the sumps..A.t a m~nimum~ the report nBe(~S to provide 
resuits of a detailed fieid inspection of the sumps conducted by a Registered C~vji Eriginee;. The 
ieport shaH aiso address compliance wiih Section C.1 of the County 01 Lake Amended Use Permit 
No. 85-27, pertaining to sump construction. 

Finally, please be advised that failure to comply with your WDRs may result in further enforcement 
action, which could include administrative civil liability (a fine). 

Should you have any questions regarding this Notice, please contact Guy Childs at 
(916) 464-4648. 
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STEVE E. ROSENBAUM
 
Senior "Engineering Geologist
 
Compliance and Enforcement
 
Ti11e 27 and Non15 Programs
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cc:	 Raymond Ruminski, Lake County Environmental Health Department, Lakeport 

Melissa Floyd, lake County Planning Department, lakeport 
Karon Thomas, Bottle Rock Power, llC., Cobb 
Ronald Suess, Bottle Rock Power, lLC, Santa Rosa 
Marie Ivanovna Buric, Deparbnent of Water Resources, Sacramento 

C1WQS Violation 10 Nos. 801118, 801128. 801129,801130,801131.801134.801154,801157 
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